
 

Remote   Learning   at   Renaissance  

Remote   Learning   Instruction  
Renaissance   approaches   remote   learning   in   a   multi-faceted   way.   Here’s   what   you   and   your  
child   can   expect   in   terms   of   Remote   Learning   at   Renaissance:  

‘Anytime’   or   Asynchronous   Instruction:     Students   should   check   email   and   their   Google  
classrooms   every   morning,   at   a   minimum.    They’ll   receive   instructions   and   pre-recorded  
videos/lessons,   readings   or   other   activities.   They’ll   utilize   those   resources   to   complete  
assignments   and   receive   feedback   from   teachers.   This   can   be   done   at   any   time   throughout   the  
day   or   week,   while   being   mindful   of   due   dates.   

‘Live’   or   Synchronous   Instruction:    Students   log   in   to   scheduled   Zoom   or   Hangouts   calls  
during   one   of   their   typical   class   times   to   participate   in   a   lesson   with   their   teacher   and  
classmates   live.   Often,   these   lessons   will   be   recorded   so   that   students   who   missed   the  
instruction   can   view   them   at   a   later   time.   We   understand   that   students   may   not   always   be   able  
to   log   in   at   a   specific   time,   but   want   to   offer   this   option   for   real-time   teaching   and   connection.  
Students   will   not   be   asked   to   participate   in   live   sessions   for   every   regularly   scheduled   class  
period.   Some   courses   will   offer   more   live   sessions   and   others,   fewer.   Please   note   that   students  
can   turn   off   the   video   portion   of   the   meeting   so   that   they   are   participating   by   audio   only,   if   that’s  
preferable   for   them   or   your   family.  

Office   Hours:    Teachers   are   available   during   office   hours   through   a   variety   of   platforms.   Teacher  
office   hours   may   take   the   form   of   open   Zoom   ‘meetings’   for   students   to   join   for   questions   or  
support.   Teachers   may   also   utilize   other   platforms   in   order   to   be   available   for   students   during  
these   times.   Our   Learning   Guides   (Special   Education   staff)   and   Educational   Assistants   also  
have   office   hours   to   support   students   and   will   be   participating   alongside   teachers   in   online  
learning   planning   and   instruction.  

Students   on   Specialized   Plans  
Our   Learning   Guides   continue   to   provide   support   to   our   students   on   specialized   plans   as   part   of  
remote   learning.   Renaissance   learning   guides   are   dedicated   to   providing   individualized   support  
tied   to   individual   goals   and   will   be   reaching   out   to   students   and   families   regularly.   Although  
services   can’t   be   identical   to   those   provided   at   school,   we   are   striving   to   foster   continued  
student   growth.   Please   reach   out   to   your   child’s   Learning   Guide   with   any   questions   or   concerns.  
 
Grades  
Renaissance   will   continue   to   utilize   grades   as   a   means   of   feedback   and   communication   about  
student   progress.   However,   our   goal   is   to   focus   on    learning    rather   than   on   grades.   In   alignment  
with   DCSD’s   plan,   students’   semester   grades   will   not   go   down   from   their   third   quarter   progress  
grades.   However,   they   may   go   up,   based   on   student   coursework   this   quarter.   For   quarter-long  
classes   that   meet   in   fourth   quarter   only,   teachers   will   practice   ‘grades   with   grace,’   aiming   to  



maintain   a   focus   on   learning,   and   designing   assignments   and   assessments   with   current  
circumstances   in   mind.  
 
For   students   who   have   already   earned   satisfactory   grades,   this   is   an   opportunity   for   them   to  
learn   for   the   sake   of   learning,   garner   feedback   from   teachers,   and   prepare   for   next-level  
coursework.   For   students   who   have   not   yet   demonstrated   mastery   in   a   course,   they’ll   have   the  
opportunity   to   improve   their   final   semester   grades.   
 
Please   encourage   your   child   to   reach   out   to   teachers   with   questions   or   concerns   -   they’ll   work  
with   your   child   to   accommodate   individual   situations.   
 
Mental   Health   Support  
Our   students   need   our   support   more   than   ever   as   we   navigate   these   uncertain   times.    Ms   Jan  
jrutty@dcsdk12.org    (Counselor)   and   Ms.   Sandi    srohde@dcsdk12.org    (Social   Worker)   are  
available   to   provide   support   for   students   during   school   hours.   Contact   one   of   them   via   email   to  
set   up   a   time   for   a   Zoom   chat   or   phone   call.    Do   not   hesitate   to   reach   out   if   you   feel   your   child   is  
struggling .  
 
If   you,   your   child,   or   someone   you   care   about   needs   immediate   or   crisis   support   please  
refer   to   these   resources:  
  
Safe2Tell:   1-877-542-7233  
Colorado   Crisis   Line:   1-844-493-8255  
National   Suicide   Prevention   Hotline:   1-800-273-8255  
 
Attendance   and   illness  
Teachers   won’t   be   tracking   attendance   in   Infinite   Campus   during   the   remote   learning   period.  
Teachers   will   continue   to   monitor   student   participation   through   live   sessions   and   assignment  
completion.  

Please   let   the   school   know   if   your   child   will   need   to   be   ‘absent’   from   remote   learning   for   a   period  
of   time   due   to   illness   or   other   circumstances   by   emailing    info@rensec.org .   Our   wonderful  
(remote)   office   staff   will   send   this   information   along   to   your   child’s   teachers.   Your   child   should   be  
sure   to   reach   out   to   teachers   directly   (when   they   are   well   enough)   to   discuss   how   best   to   move  
forward   after   the   absence.   

Student   Expectations  
● Attend   ‘live’   class   sessions   whenever   possible,   or   watch   available   of   recordings  
● Be   courteous   and   respectful   of   teachers   and   peers  
● Exhibit   appropriate   behavior   online   in   alignment   with   Renaissance’s   Student   Handbook  

and   DCSD   Code   of   Conduct  
● Complete   activities   and   assignments   given   by   their   teachers  
● Contact   teachers   if   they   are   unable   to   complete   assignments  
● Check   email   and   Google   Classrooms   at   least   daily  

 
How   can   families   help   their   children   with   remote   learning?  
Here   are   a   few   ideas   for   how   you   can   help   your   child   be   successful   in   this   new   environment.  
This   will   vary   depending   on   your   child   and   their   age,   but   these   may   be   helpful:  
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● Help   your   child   get   set   up   in   a   quiet   space   conducive   to   learning,   with   access   to   the  
technology   they   need.  

● Encourage   your   child   to   be   ready   for   ‘school’   around   9am   each   morning,   even   if   they  
don’t   have   a   live   class   scheduled.   Routines   are   really   helpful   for   young   people   in   times  
of   uncertainty.   That   said,   there   is   not   an   expectation   that   they’ll   be   in   front   of   a   computer  
doing   school   work   for   the   entire   day-   this   is   just   a   helpful   way   to   kick   off   the   day   and   plan  
things   out.  

● Especially   for   middle   schoolers,   consider   helping   your   child   use   a   planner   or   calendar   to  
be   sure   they’re   ready   for   live   instruction   opportunities   at   the   scheduled   times   and   that  
they’re   cognizant   of   due   dates   and   pacing   for   ‘anytime’   activities.  

● Encourage   your   child   to   spend   time   outdoors   and   move   a   bit,   even   if   it’s   just   a   quick   walk  
around   the   block.   

Helpful   Links   for   Online   Learning:  
Instructions   for   using   Zoom  
Zoom   etiquette  
 
Graduation   Requirements  
Service   Hours  
It’s   anticipated   that   Renaissance   will   waive   the   service   hours   requirement   for   graduation   for   the  
class   of   2020.   The   Renaissance   Board   of   Directors   is   expected   to   approve   the   waiver   this   week.  
Updates   will   be   provided   when   they   are   available.  
 
Capstone  
Renaissance   students   will   still   be   required   to   successfully   complete   a   Capstone   project   as   part  
of   their   graduation   requirements.   Seniors   will   work   with   teachers   to   make   any   necessary  
modifications,   given   the   current   circumstances.  
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