
 
 
April   5,   2020  
 
Dear   Renaissance   Secondary   Community,  
 
Thank   you   for   your   patience   during   our   first   couple   of   weeks   navigating   these   new   waters.   I’m   grateful  
to   our   teachers   for   their   dedication   and   diligence   –   and   to   our   parents   for   supporting   them.   We   have   all  
learned   a   lot   and   are   making   adjustments   accordingly.   We   are   crew!  
 
As   you   have   likely   heard,   Renaissance,   along   with   DCSD   and   several   other   metro-area   districts,   will  
continue   remote   learning   through   the   remainder   of   the   school   year.    Our   staff   crew   is   disappointed  
to   know   we’ll   have   to   wait   even   longer   to   be   reunited.   We   miss   our   students!   We’ll   continue   to   work   at  
staying   connected   during   this   time   and   look   forward   to   seeing   everyone   through   online   platforms   in   the  
meantime.  
 
Now   that   DCSD   has   shared   their   official   remote   learning   plan,   I   want   to   be   sure   to   communicate  
updates   to   Renaissance’s     Remote   Learning   Plan     as   we   adapt   to   ever-evolving   circumstances.   As   a  
charter   school,   we   follow   our   own   plan,   though   the   plan   is   aligned   with   DCSD’s.   
 
Though   we   strive   to   provide   meaningful   learning   opportunities   for   students   during   this   time,   the   most  
important   thing   for   our   community   right   now   is   the   wellness   of   our   students,   families,   and   staff.   While  
teachers   attempt   to   provide   a   ‘just   right’   volume   of   experiences   for   students,   what   is   ‘just   right’   for   one  
family   may   be   too   much   or   too   little   for   another.   Therefore,   ongoing   communication   will   be   essential   in  
the   coming   weeks.   If   the   content,   volume,   or   other   components   of   remote   learning   are   causing   distress  
for   your   child   at   any   time,   please   reach   out   to   your   child’s   teacher(s)   to   discuss.   Thank   you   for   your  
continued   understanding   and   communication   throughout   this   remote   learning   period.  
 
Grade   level   teachers   are   sending   surveys   to   students   and   families   to   gain   more   information   about   how  
remote   learning   is   working   in   our   community.   Thank   you   for   providing   feedback   so   we   can   make  
necessary   adjustments   to   improve   the   remote   learning   experience.   
 
Below   is   some   additional   information   since   my   last   communication   regarding   the    remote   learning   plan  
on    March   24th .   Please   continue   to   review   our   weekly   newsletter   for   information   as   well.  
 
Additional   Teacher   Planning/Work   Day  
Though   DCSD   Teachers   have   a   plan/work   day   (no   live   instruction   or   assignments)   on   April   6th,  
Renaissance   is   in   session   for   Remote   Learning   on   Monday,   April   6th.    Most   of   our   teachers   had  
already   planned   instruction   and   assignments   for   that   date   when   this   was   announced   on   Friday  
afternoon.   Rather   than   disrupt   plans   and   schedules   for   our   community,   our   teachers   will   get   some  
additional   time   on   May   1st   instead.    This   date   is   in   addition   to   the   two   days   previously   scheduled   off   for  
students.     On   April   16th,   April   17th,   and   May   1st,   students   won’t   participate   in   Remote   Learning  
(e.g.   no   live   sessions,   assignments.)     You   can   view   our   updated   calendar     here .  
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Remote   Learning   Instruction  
As   I   mentioned   in   my   previous   letter,   Renaissance’s   Remote   Learning   Plan   consists   of   ‘anytime’   or  
asynchronous   learning,   ‘live’   or   synchronous   learning,   as   well   as   teacher   office   hours   and   ongoing  
support.   Teachers   continue   to   utilize   online   platforms   to   provide   learning   opportunities   and   remote  
instruction   for   our   students.   We   encourage   students   to   participate   in   both   synchronous   and  
asynchronous   learning   experiences   as   much   as   possible.   You’ll   find   details   about   remote   learning  
instruction    here .  
 
Grades  
Renaissance   will   continue   to   utilize   grades   as   a   means   of   feedback   and   communication   about   student  
progress.   However,   our   goal   is   to   focus   on    learning    rather   than   on   grades.   In   alignment   with   DCSD’s  
plan,   students’   semester   grades   will   not   go   down   from   their   third   quarter   progress   grades.   However,  
they   may   go   up,   based   on   student   coursework   this   quarter.   For   quarter-long   classes   that   meet   in   fourth  
quarter   only,   teachers   will   practice   ‘grades   with   grace,’   aiming   to   maintain   a   focus   on   learning,   and  
designing   assignments   and   assessments   with   current   circumstances   in   mind.  
 
For   students   who   have   already   earned   satisfactory   grades,   this   is   an   opportunity   for   them   to   learn   for  
the   sake   of   learning,   garner   feedback   from   teachers,   and   prepare   for   next-level   coursework.   All  
students,   including   those   who   have   not   yet   demonstrated   mastery   in   a   course,   will   have   the   opportunity  
to   improve   their   final   semester   grades.   
 
Please   encourage   your   child   to   reach   out   to   teachers   with   questions   or   concerns   -   they’ll   work   with   your  
child   to   accommodate   individual   situations.   
 
Students   on   Specialized   Plans  
Our   Learning   Guides   continue   to   provide   support   to   our   students   on   specialized   plans   as   part   of   remote  
learning.   Renaissance   Learning   Guides   are   dedicated   to   providing   individualized   support   tied   to  
individual   goals   and   will   be   reaching   out   to   students   and   families   regularly.   Although   services   can’t   be  
identical   to   those   provided   at   school,   we   are   striving   to   foster   continued   student   growth.   Please   reach  
out   to   your   child’s   Learning   Guide   with   any   questions   or   concerns.  
 
Mental   Health   Support  
Our   students   need   our   support   more   than   ever   as   we   navigate   these   uncertain   times.    Ms.   Jan  
jrutty@dcsdk12.org    (Counselor)   and   Ms.   Sandi    srohde@dcsdk12.org    (Social   Worker)   are   available   to  
provide   support   for   students   during   school   hours.   Contact   one   of   them   via   email   to   set   up   a   time   for   a  
Zoom   chat   or   phone   call.    Do   not   hesitate   to   reach   out   if   you   feel   your   child   is   struggling.  
 
If   you,   your   child,   or   someone   you   care   about   needs   immediate   or   crisis   support   please   refer   to  
these   resources:   
Safe2Tell:   1-877-542-7233  
Colorado   Crisis   Line:   1-844-493-8255  
National   Suicide   Prevention   Hotline:   1-800-273-8255  
 
 
Graduation   Requirements  
Service   Hours  
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mailto:jrutty@dcsdk12.org
mailto:srohde@dcsdk12.org


It’s   anticipated   that   Renaissance   will   waive   the   service   hours   requirement   for   graduation   for   the   class   of  
2020.   The   Renaissance   Board   of   Directors   is   expected   to   approve   the   waiver   this   week.   Updates   will  
be   provided   when   they   are   available.  
 
Capstone  
Renaissance   students   will   still   be   required   to   successfully   complete   a   Capstone   project   as   part   of   their  
graduation   requirements.   Seniors   will   work   with   teachers   to   make   any   necessary   modifications,   given  
the   current   circumstances.  
 
Spring   Events  
We’re   currently   gathering   information   and   input   from   our   students   regarding   how   to   proceed   given   the  
cancellation   of   spring   in-person   events   including   voyages,   prom,   and   graduation.   These   events   will   not  
take   place   as   planned,   but   we’re   looking   at   other   options   such   as   rescheduling   and   ‘virtual’  
opportunities.   High   school   families   should   expect   further   information   about   these   events   under   separate  
cover.  
 
We   miss   our   students   and   families   so   much!    Thank   you   for   your   continued   partnership   and   support.  
We’ll   continue   to   work   together   to   ensure   that   our   students   learn,   grow,   and   thrive   during   this  
unprecedented   time.   We   can’t   wait   until   we   have   our   wonderful   students   back   in   our   building!  
  
I   am   so   grateful   for   our   Renaissance   family.  
 
Yours   in   Crew,   
Amy  
 
 
Amy   Stuart  
Head   of   School  
Renaissance   Secondary  


